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FM AMEMBASSY KABUL
ТO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4217INFOAMEMBASSY ANKARA IMMEDIATEAMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD IMMEDIATE АМEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE АMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE АМЕМВASSY NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE АМЕМВASSY ROME IMMEDIATE AMEMBASSY TEHRAN IMMEDIATE CINCPACKABUL 5222CINCPAC FOR POLADЕ.О. 11652: EXEMPTTAGS: PINS, AFSUBJ.: AFGHAN COUP: INITIAL, АSSESSMENTREF: A) KABUL 5188 (NOTAL); B) KABUL 189 189 C) KABUL 5193 о) KABUL 5197 E) KABUL 5221. FROM ALL INDICATIONS DURING THIS VERY LONG DAY, PRINCE MOHAMMAD DAUD, 65-YEAR OLD FIRST COUSIN OF KING MOHAMMAD ZAHIR (AND FDRMER STRONGMAN PRIMIN OF АFGHANISTAN 1953-63) HAS EXECUTED BRILLIANTLY ORGANIZED TAKEOVER OF COUNTRY SUPPORTED PRIMARILY BY SMALL NUMBER OF DISSIDENT MILITARY OFFICERS (ALL YOUNG AND OPPOSED TO КING AND SON-IN-LAW MAJGEN ABDUL WALl), PRINCE DAUD IN SINGLE STEP HAS ABOLISHED MONARCHY, INVALIDATED 1964 CONSTITUTION AND DECLARED AFGHANISTAN REPUBLIC WITH HIMSELF As НЕАD WIТН TITLE ASDECLASSIFIED 
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YETI UNCLEAR).

2. COUP HAAS ВЕEN GRЕEТED WIТН  SOME VISIВLЕ  РUBLIC JUBILАТIОN
IN KABUL. THOUGH СОМРЕТЕLY UNAWARE OF HOW NEW GОVERNMENT
IS TO BE ORGANIZED AND CONDUCTED (WHETHER BY MILITARY OR
OR RETURNED TO CIVILIAN CONTROL), KABUL POPULACE APPEARS TO BE
EXPRESSING FULL SUPPOR T FOR REGIME AND RELIEF THAT INEFFECTIVE
THAT INEFFECTIVE AND CORRUPT LEADERSHIP OF KING AND HIS IMMEDIATE GAMILY IS ENDED.

A. AS ANY OBSERVER ТНIS POLITICALLY FRАGMENTER SOCIETY 1S
AWARE, HOWEVER, KABUL АPPROVAL АLONE DOES 	NOT MEAN COUNTRY
TOTALLY SUPPORTS ТАКЕО V Е R. PRELIMINARY INDICATES ARE THAT
CRITICALLY IMPORTANT POSITION OF PASHTUN TRIBES IN EAST AND
SOUTH IS SUPPORTIVE AND IT APPEARS EXTREMELY UNLIKELY THAT
DAUD WOULD HAVE ENGINEERED COU P W ITHOUT HAVING KNOWN WHICH
WAY MANY OF THEM WOULD LEAN. ON OTHER HAND, ВОТН KING AND
АDВUL WALl HAVE ASSIDUOUSLY CULTIVATED ТRIBAL SUPPORT,
РRIMARILY IN PAKTIA AND KANDAHAR AREAS FOR MANY YEARS.
ABDUL WALl HIMSELF FOR YEARS HAS PERSONALLY RECRUITED ARMY
OFFICERS FROM  PAKTIA PROVINCE ON WHOSE SUPPORT НЕ COULD RELY;
AND SO LONG AS KING AND ABDUL WALI REMAINED ALLIED, PROSPECTS
FOR A COUP FROM OTH E R OUTSIDERS SEEMED QUITE REMOTE
UNTIL TODAY, OF COURSE,

4.   IT IS LIKELY  THEREFORE T HAT WIDESPREAD PURGE OF ARMY
SOON WILL TAKE PLACE. AT SAME TIME, DAUD AND HIS SUPPORTERS
WILLL BE MOVING QUICKLY TO CONVENE ТRIBAL JIRGAHS AND OBTAIN
OATHS OF FEALTY FROM AS MANY AS POSSIBLE OF KINGS  AND ABDUL.
WALI'S TRADITIONAL SUPPORTERS AT PRESENT, IT WOULD BE
DIFFICULT TO ASSES LIKELIHOOD OF WIDESPREAD TRIBAL REACTION
AGAINST N E W REGIME BUT IT А ! LE A ST СОNCEIVEABLE THAT
OPPOSITION WILL CROP UP ANDS W ILL HAVE TO ВЕ SUPPRESSED OVER
PERIOD OF NEXT FEW МONTHS. 	5.

 MAIN CASU A LTY OF TAKEOVER HIS DOWNFALL OF DYNAMIC SIX,/
MONTH OLD GOVERNMENT OF MOUSSE SHAFIQ. SHAFIQ REPORTEDLY
UNDER ARREST AND MEMBERS HIS GOVERNMENT  EITHER ARRESTED OR
DETAINED, WHATEVER HAPPENS TO  HI M , WE SEE NO CHANCE SНАFIQ
WILL  PLAY AN Y ROLE IN NEW GOVЕRNMENT DAUD AND SHAFIQ 	
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED ON VERYPOOR ТERMS. SHAFIQ CLOSELY
IDENTIFIED WITH DEPOSED ROYAL FA M ILY IN RECENT YEARS; AND

DECLASSIFIED 
A/ISS/IPS, Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
October 11, 2007



PAGE 03 KABUL 	 0522 17010Z

  
	

AS PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT
OF 1964 CONSTITUTION (WHICH DEPLORED INITIAL

 COMMUNIQUE OF NEW GOVERNМЕNТ  HIS EARLY PROMISE
OF MORE ЕFFECTIVE, CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT N OW DООМЕD.

6. NEW GOVERNMENT LIKELY TO BE AUTHORITARIAN, HI GHLY
NATIONALISTIC, PURITANICAL AND REFORM IST
IN MANY WAYS PERHAPS      SIMILAR TO DAUD REGIME OF 1953-1963 .IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS

  DAUD GOVERNMENT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY SEEK

МAINTAIN CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH  USSR AS WELL AS

NON-ALIGNED РОLICY STANCE 0F РREDECESSOR. RELATIONS WITHTHE
UNITED STATES MOST LIKELY WILL BECORDIAL

BUT CORRECT BUT BEYOND T HAT, WE WILL НА VE TO WAIT AND SEE
WITH LUCK AND DELICATE HANDLING NEW REGIME  NEED NOT NЕСЕSSАRILY
РRЕSENT THREATE TO  ANY MAJOR US INTERESTS. M A IN

FOREIGN POLICY QUESTION IN REGION FOR NEW REGIME WILL BE

WНАT TO DO ABOUT PASHTUNISTAN QUESTION WH ICH WAS PURSUED
WХТН  НАRDLINE FERVOR BY DAUD IN EARLY 1 9б0' S A ND WНICH L Е D
TO HIS DOWNFALL IN 9 б3 РRESUMABLY НE WILL ADOPT STRON G

РOSITION АGAINST RECENT     DIVIDE-AND-RULE  TACTICS    OF
BHUTT IN NEFP  ВАLUCHISTAN,  ВUT  IF HE LEARNED ANYTHING

FROM HIS ЕХРЕRIENCE OF	 10 YEARS AGO, HE WILL AP PLY THIS РОLICY

МО RЕ JUDICIOUSLY, PERHAPS IN FASHION RЕSEMBLING HIS
PREDECESSORS OF  RECENT YEARS AT   LEAST

 

  IN SHORT TERM FUТURE.

WE KNOW LITTLE  OF DAUD'S ATTITUDE TOWARD IR A N, ALTHOUGH

ОNE REPORT    DESCRIBES HIS   ALLEGEDLY VIOLENT OPPOSITION ТО

RECENTLY  СОNCLUDED HELMAN WATERS TREATY WHIC H HAD  NOT YET

BEEN DECREED BY KING NOR RATIFIED BY IRANIAN PARLIAMENT.
IF DAUD   SHOULD    BOW TO  NATIONALIST  OP P O S I T I ON  T H AT  OPPOSED.

TR E A T Y,   HE   MIGHT SCRAP IT;   ON ОTHER HAND, IF HE PURSUES

MILITANT POLICY  ON PASHTUNISTAN,  HE	 MIGHT BE INCLINED
TO SUPPORT TREATY TO OBTAIN POTENTIAL 	OF ALTERATIVEPOTENTIAL BENEFIT OF ALTERNATIVE

ACCESS TO  SEA  THROUGH IRAN.   

7. WE СAUТION АDDRESSEES TO TAKE NOTE OF VERY PRELIMINARY
NАТURE ТНIS АSSESSMENT. AFTER 10 YEARS OUT OF POWER, DAUDHAS HAD AMPLE TIME TO REFLECT ON HIS PAST PERFORMANCE

ASHEAD

OF  GOVERNMENT TO RЕVIEW STRENGTHS  AND WEAKNESSES OF
НIS  RECORD АND TO PLAN PERHАPS FOR MAJOR CHANGES ANDDEPARTURES

 FROM HIS PREVIOUS РОLICIES IT ALSO РOSSIBLE IN VIEWDAUD'S
 AGE AND INITIALLY WEAK POLITICAL POSITION THAT

АFTER 	 10 YEARS A  RELATIVE FREEDOM,

	

 HE	 WOULD  NEITHER  BE   	
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ABLE ТО IМРОSE NOR  COULD AFGH AN  SOCIETY АCCEPT SO   E АSILУHIS

НIGH-HANDED AUTHORITARIAN  METHODS OF	 YEARS AGO AND
THAT  (1) НЕ MAY HAVE Т О SНАRE POWER TO GREATER EXTENT THAN.HE

WOULD OTHERWISE PREFER O R (2) HE MAY ВE 	 FORCED TO РURSUEEXTREMELY CAUTIOUS

РOLICY O N A L L FRОNТS DU RING PERIOD OF
CONSOLIDATION  HIS PRESONAL POW E R.

8. IN VIEW ОF	 THE UNCERTAINTY OF DAUD'S PROVINCIAL	 SUPPORT,     
LACK OF INFORMATION ON NEW GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE, AND OTHER
OTHER CONSTITUTIONAL AMBIGUITIES, IT  IS  PREMATURE АDDRESSQUESTION

 OF DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION ВY USG DAUD 
 
REPORTEDLY

HAS SAID HE BELIEVES  HE WILL НАVE	 SITUATION WELL IN HAND IF   
NO SERIOUS COUNTERCOUP ATTEMPT OCCURS WITHIN 48 HOURS. (REFTEL)

NEUM АNN
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